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Absract 

 

Angika’s origin can be traced back to the ancient Anga Mahajanapada, one of the sixteen great 

kingdoms of early India.  Angika, a regional language spoken in the Anga region of Bihar and 

Jharkhand in eastern India, holds a unique position in the mosaic of Indian linguistic heritage. 

Though lesser-known, Angika boasts a vibrant literary tradition rooted in oral narratives, folk songs, 

devotional poetry, and contemporary writings. Here, we explore the evolution, thematic concerns, 

and socio-political relevance of Angika literature while highlighting its major literary figures and 

their works. Through selected verses and critical insights, we position Angika literature as both a 

preserver of cultural identity and a medium of resistance and reform. Angika was considered a 

dialect within the Magadhan Prakrit cluster but has since emerged with its distinct literary character. 
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 Introduction: Linguistic Identity and Classification 

 

In the Linguistic Survey of India, George A. Grierson classifies Angika as a dialect of Bihari, but 

distinct from Magahi and Maithili: "Angika (also called Chhika-Chhiki) is spoken in the eastern part 

of Bihar, and differs from both Maithili and Magahi, having several unique morphological and 

phonetic traits." — Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. 5, Part II, 1903 

 

Grierson notes that Angika retains ancient features of Eastern Indo-Aryan speech and is influenced 

by regional languages due to its proximity to Jharkhand and Bengal. He also describes the unique 

use of "Chh-" sounds in its verbs, phonetic retention of nasal endings, and its kinship vocabulary, 

illustrating a living oral heritage not codified by formal grammar at the time. 

 

Predominantly spoken in the districts of Bhagalpur, Banka, Munger, Purnea, Katihar, Araria, 

Kishanganj, and parts of Jharkhand, Angika has historically been marginalised in literary and 
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institutional spaces. Despite its lack of official status, it has nurtured a resilient and evolving literary 

tradition. Angika literature has primarily flourished in oral forms—songs, folklore, and devotional 

chants—before gradually transitioning into written texts during the colonial and post-independence 

periods. 

 

 Historical Background and Oral Traditions 

 

The genesis of Angika literature lies in its oral traditions. For centuries, the region’s bards and 

singers preserved its heritage through folklore, agricultural songs, and religious chants. The oral 

literature of Angika served multifaceted functions—it was a source of entertainment, moral 

instruction, and social cohesion. Bhakti poets from the region, influenced by the wider Bhakti 

movement in India, composed devotional poetry in Angika, praising deities like Shiva, Krishna, and 

Kali. 

 

Angika literature’s earliest expressions were oral songs, rituals, and stories passed through 

generations. This pre-literate phase had no standardised grammar but thrived through: 

• Lokgeet (Folk Songs) – sung during harvest, weddings, and festivals. 

• Kathas (Narratives) – especially tales of deities and regional heroes. 

• Riddles and Proverbs – which served as mnemonic devices for wisdom transmission. 

• Mythical ballads and Bhakti poetry 

 

 Angika’s oral poetry often displayed spiritual themes and deep emotional expressions: 

रामचन्द्र दूल्हा सुहावन लागै अति मनभावन लागै हे  

माथे केरो मोररया सोहावन लागै अति मनभावन लागै हे 

ललना रे ना जान ौं मतलनी के बनवै गुण तक रामचन्द्र तसर गुण हे।   

 

These compositions were typically performed during village gatherings and religious festivals, 

strengthening both community bonds and linguistic identity. 

 

Early Literary Documentation and Colonial Silence 

 

Despite its vitality, colonial scholarship beyond Grierson did little to uplift Angika in education or 

media. Grierson’s survey remains one of the first and most credible documentations of Angika as an 

independent speech form. He argued for further study of its folk narratives and lexicon, but 

institutional neglect meant that for decades, Angika literature remained oral. 
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During British rule, Angika had little institutional visibility. Grierson’s survey (1903–1928) was the 

first academic recognition of the language. However, he also lamented the lack of written records, 

urging future scholars to preserve Angika’s oral traditions. 

 

Unfortunately, educational and administrative policies privileged Hindi, sidelining Angika. For 

decades, literature remained confined to folk performances, bhajans, and village narratives. 

 

Transition to Written Literature 

 

Written literature in Angika emerged relatively late, mainly due to the absence of institutional 

support and standardisation. In the 19th and 20th centuries, the rise of print culture and growing 

nationalist sentiment encouraged writers to experiment with Angika in prose and poetry. This period 

saw the beginning of conscious efforts to formalise Angika writing. 

 

However, local scholars preserved this legacy. Dr. Shivchandra Jha, a key literary figure, and other 

writers formalized Angika grammar, history and poetics: 

 

• अौंतगका भाषा तवज्ञान 

• अौंतगका भाषा व्याकरण (भास्कर) 

• भाषा आरो भाषा तवज्ञान 

• अौंतगका भाषा का उद्भव आरो तवकास 

• अौंतगका सातहत्य केरो इतिहास 

• अौंगलोक सौंसृ्कति 

• अौंतगका काव्याौंग 

• भारिीय आरो पाश्चात्य काव्यशास्त्र 

 

Thematic Exploration in Angika Literature 

 

a. Angika literary works explore a wide range of themes. 

काठी केरो अौंगही रे कौं गही कथी केरो हे केश  

मतचया बैठली शीिल मैया झाड़ै लामी रे केश... 

 

छटी माय के अौंगना चन्दन के गतछया  

गतछया के नीचे राखल हौंकार छै मतचया  
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करै जे कोयतलया घनघोर ऊपर चढ़ी कुहू-कुहू।  

b.Rural Life & Agrarian Struggles: Depictions of farming life, monsoon hopes, and drought 

anxieties. 

घघ्घो रानी- कते्त पानी  

घघ्घो रानी पोखर खनावै  

पोखर खनावै - पथरो के पाट  

पथरो के पाट में सोना र  घाट ... 

c. Caste & Social Discrimination: The social structure of rural Bihar, marked by caste hierarchy, 

often finds sharp critique. 

आवी गेल  मैतथल, लगी गेल  आग  

आबे की करबै भाग रे भाग।  

धानोौं में सोरना  

जाति में गोरना।  

d. Migration & Identity: With mass migration to cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Kolkata, Angika 

poetry has also become a vehicle for expressing diasporic identity. 

One such poem by Radha Raman, a poet from Bhagalpur, captures the emotional trauma of 

migration: 

छोतड़ चलल ौं अौंगदेश, रोजी रोटी के नाम पर। 

मातट के ममिा तजयि न पाई, शहर में बेगानी बतन हम। 

 

Prominent Writers and Contributors 

 

Several modern poets and scholars have worked to revitalise Angika literature: 

1. Dr. Sivchandra Jha 

2. Shri Parshuram Thakur Brahmavaadi 

3. Bhagalpur Angika Sahitya Parishad 

4. Ajit Prasad Singh 

5. Rameshwar Singh 

6. Dr. Amrendra 

7. Indubala Jha 

8. Punyendu Chaudhary 

9. Suman Suro  

10. Heera Prasad "Harendra"  

11. Dr. Naresh Pandey Chakor  

12. Dr. Permanand Pandey and others. 
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Contemporary Developments 

 

In recent decades, Angika has seen a revival in both academia and digital culture: 

a. Academic Integration: Tilka Manjhi Bhagalpur University and Rameshwar College now include 

CBCS syllabi in Angika literature. Research projects study Angika folk poetry, drama, and 

linguistic structure. 

b. Cultural Movements: Angika Mahotsav, organised in Bhagalpur and Munger, celebrates poetry 

recitals, folk songs, and plays. Writers like Punyendu Chaudhary (2025 Angika Mahotsav 

Awardee) bring contemporary poetry into focus. 

c. Digital Revival: Websites like Angdesh.com. Angika.com and sahityasamvad.com archive 

literature, grammar, and history. Amrit Sufi, a digital activist, integrates Angika into Wikimedia 

projects, ensuring global access. Social media groups share Angika poems, memes, and stories, 

bringing the language into daily digital expression. 

d. Educational Inclusion: As per the Rameshwar College CBCS Angika Syllabus, universities have 

started offering structured courses in Angika literature, grammar, and phonetics. 

 

Linguistic Features and Script 

 

Angika traditionally used the Kaithi script, but now primarily appears in Devanagari. It retains 

several proto-Indo-Aryan features and has close affinities with Maithili and Magahi. As noted in 

linguistic surveys, Angika retains unique vowel sounds, verb formations, and vocabulary: 

माई (mother) 

अहाौं (you) 

कउनो (someone) etc. 

These features preserve its archaic charm and connect it with historical dialects of the Anga region.  

 

Grierson’s Enduring Legacy 

 

Grierson’s Linguistic Survey of India is still cited as the earliest scholarly recognition of Angika. His 

observations on: 

a. Geographical spread (Bhagalpur to Purnea) 

b. Distinct phonetic patterns (notably “Chh”) 

c. Continuity from Prakrits 

d. Village-based vitality remains valuable for linguists and cultural historians. He concluded: 

“The phonetics and morphology of Angika show continuity from Eastern Prakrits, yet its life 

is preserved by the village folk.” — Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India (1903) 
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Challenges and the Way Forward 

 

Despite its cultural richness, Angika faces challenges: 

a. Lack of Official Recognition: Angika is not included in the Eighth Schedule of the Indian 

Constitution, limiting its scope in education and media. 

b. Scarcity of Educational Resources: There are limited textbooks, dictionaries, or standardised 

grammar guides in Angika. 

c. Neglect in Academia: Few universities offer Angika studies, and research remains limited. 

d. Yet, there is hope. Growing awareness of linguistic diversity, alongside grassroots 

mobilisation, may push for its inclusion in policy frameworks. 

 

Angika literature is the living testament of a region that sings its identity through every verse, every 

song, and every digital voice note. From Grierson’s colonial pages to the stages of Angika Mahotsav, 

the journey of this language is one of resilience, beauty, and cultural assertion. 
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